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The VAST (Visual Arts and Scenic Theatre) Facility is located at 

2214 Bellevue Way, Tallahassee, FL 32304
 

BFA Program Director |  Associate Professor Keith Roberson  | Keith@art.fsu.edu
 
 



 
Program Overview
The Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Studio Art is a one hundred-twenty (120) credit hour limited access 
program that provides an intensive background in theoretical knowledge and professional skills. BFA 
students will develop a personal vision, a high level of competence in technique, and harness the ability 
to make sound artistic decisions. The BFA in Studio Art is a proficiency-based program, characterized by 
continuous assessment. This program is only available to FSU art students.
 
Accepted students will have the opportunity to request personal studio space in the BFA Warehouse, 
where they can exhibit their work in a public gallery space. Additionally, graduating BFA seniors exhibit 
their work at FSU's Museum of Fine Art in their last semester.

Program Requirements
To receive a degree in BFA Studio Art, students must successfully complete one hundred-twenty (120) 
credit hours. Students must also remain in the program for three semesters and pass three semesterly 
portfolio reviews, culminating in an advancement review and graduation exhibition. 
The credit hours will be divided between:

. sixteen (16) credit hours in Foundations courses

. thirty-six (36) credit hours in liberal studies

. fifty-one (51) credit hours of studio art courses including completion of one focus area, the completion of a 
second focus area is encouraged.  Students must declare their focus area by the time they reach 90 credit hours.

. twelve (12) credit hours of art history 

. at least five (5) credit hours in electives
 
Students admitted to the BFA program are exempt from the foreign language requirement. 
The BFA advisor can provide additional guidance with regard to entrance and degree requirements.
 
Program Duration
The BFA Studio Art program requires a minimum of 3 semesters in the program after acceptance. 
The required semesters are marked by a mandatory review, an advancement review, and a graduation 
exhibition after successfully passing their advancement review. Mandatory and Advancement reviews 
only occur during Spring and Fall semesters. Time in the program begins the semester after acceptance. 
There is no guarantee for the time of graduation due to individual progress towards a thesis portfolio of 
work and a museum quality exhibition.
  
Program Communications
Official Program communication is predominantly via email maintained by the departmental list-serve.  
Students are required to check their email at least once every other day. 
 
 
 
 
BFA Meetings

http://art.fsu.edu/Undergraduate/Foundations
http://art.fsu.edu/Contacts/Advising/Advisor-Seniors-BFA-MFA
http://art.fsu.edu/Contacts/Advising/Advisor-Seniors-BFA-MFA
http://art.fsu.edu/Contacts/Advising/Advisor-Seniors-BFA-MFA


At the beginning of each semester there will be a meeting or meetings for all new and continuing students 
in the BFA. Attendance at this meeting is MANDATORY. Continuing students must attend to keep their 
studio spaces. Studio assignments will be made on the basis of merit, seniority, need, and the number 
of studios available. Once studio assignments are made, location changes may not be made without 
permission from the BFA Director. During the meeting(s), the following topics will be covered:
  
Introductions, Orientation for new students, Overview of the handbook, Health & Safety, Warehouse 
rules & consequences, BFA and University rules, Complaints and Suggestions, and Surviving at the 
VAST Facility.
  

● For any BFA student with a studio, VAST clean-up days are mandatory. Failure to attend or 
make other arrangements with the director PRIOR to the event will put the student in jeopardy of 
probationary status and possible loss of studio privileges.

  
● Any student may request a meeting with the director at any time. Requests should be made via 

email.
  
Studio Assignments & Usage
Studios are available only to students who are enrolled at FSU and attending studio art classes. Studios 
are assigned largely on merit and seniority in the program. Being in the BFA program does not guarantee 
a studio. Having a studio at the VAST Facility is a privilege and should be treated as such. In order to 
help maintain a functioning environment conducive to art making, students are required to follow all 
warehouse rules and keep their studios well maintained and frequently used. Students with studios are 
required to sign and submit a studio contract at the beginning of each semester.
  
Students who are not in good standing or are on probation will be required to vacate their studio space. 
Students who are found willfully damaging or destroying facilities or other student’s artwork will be 
removed from the warehouse immediately and will be prosecuted under the allowances of the law and 
according to the FSU Student Rights and Responsibilities guidelines. Studios may be reallocated if the 
space is not being actively utilized as determined by the BFA Director, or the Undergraduate Committee.  
Studios allocations are determined based on merit, seniority and availability.
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BFA Reviews
Students in the BFA Studio program will participate in the following reviews:
  
Semester One:

● Mid-semester Review



● Mandatory Review
Semester Two:

● Mid-semester Review
● Advancement Review or 2nd Mandatory Review

Semester Three:
● mid-semester Review
● Graduation Exhibition & participation in BFA Thesis Project and Exhibition class - or - 

Advancement Review
Semester Four (optional):

● mid-semester Review
● Graduation Exhibition & participation in BFA Thesis Project and Exhibition class

  
Mid-Semester Reviews
The mid-semester review is the first opportunity in the semester for BFA students and studio faculty to 
meet and establish an informal working dialog. This is particularly important for faculty and students who 
may not know each other or those who have not recently had an opportunity to talk to each other about 
new work, ideas and/or plans. This review is an informal dialogue about ideas, sketchbooks, proposals, 
works in progress, materials, methods, influences, etc. This opportunity can be invaluable in terms of 
realizing the full potential of the resources of the department. Each student is encouraged to seek out 
faculty they may not know personally or have not seen lately and to engage them in discussions about 
their work. Each student is required to be in and around their studio space for the duration of the review 
unless other arrangements have been approved. Students who do not have a studio space should set up 
in the gallery area of the warehouse. Studios should be clean, well-organized and prepared for faculty to 
visit.
  
Mid-semester reviews are normally scheduled on the Friday of the eighth week of the semester. The exact 
date will be emailed to all students in the program. A form for faculty to sign after they have talked with 
the student will be made available on the morning of the review. Students should be able to get four to six 
faculty signatures.
   
Mandatory Reviews
Mandatory reviews are conducted each semester to determine the progress of BFA students who are 
currently enrolled and not eligible for advancement that semester. Reviews are required for any student 
who has been accepted into the BFA in Studio Art Program and is currently enrolled at FSU. Any 
student who fails to participate in a mandatory review will be placed on probation. This review is usually 
scheduled in the 3rd month of the semester. All available full-time studio art faculty will attend.
  
 
This review is a formal critique of a students work by a committee of full-time faculty. The purpose of 
this review is for the student to receive candid responses, constructive criticism, and technical advice. The 
discussion depends in part upon the nature of the work being reviewed. One central issue is the quality of 
the work produced by the student. Another is the quantity of the work and the presence of a coherent body 
of work. [For an advancement review, the faculty committee will ask the student to step out and they will 
discuss and assess the student’s progress privately. The student will be asked to return and then they will 
inform and discuss with the student their observations and make a recommendation for advancement or 
further review.] After a discussion with the student, the advancement form is to be read and signed by the 



student and given to the BFA director. The form will be available in the student’s file and can be accessed 
by appointment with the BFA Director.
  
An unsatisfactory review means that there is insufficient work and growth at the BFA level since the last 
review. An unsatisfactory mandatory or advancement review puts the BFA student on probation. If the 
student receives a second unsatisfactory review, the student will lose their BFA studio space and may be 
asked to leave the BFA program. A third unsatisfactory review results in immediate eviction from the 
BFA program.
  
Advancement Reviews
Application for advancement or candidacy for graduation must be made during the semester preceding 
expected graduation. All core requirements must be completed and certified by the department advisor 
prior to the expected graduation semester. It is also required that the student successfully complete at least 
one Mandatory Review before the Advancement evaluation.
  
The normal length of residency is three to four semesters with the graduation semester occurring as 
the third or fourth semester. Prior to the Advancement Review, the student selects a receptive major 
professor to supervise their work through to the Graduation Exhibition. The major professor must sign the 
Advancement Review Form. The review is not considered complete until a major professor has accepted 
the student and signed the form, indicating that they will work with them through their Graduation 
Exhibition. In addition to the Graduation Exhibition, students must prepare an artist statement about 
their graduation work and submit it to the BFA Director prior to their graduation exhibition. Students 
participating in the MoFA Graduating Artists Exhibition, are required to sign up for the “Thesis Project 
and Exhibition Practicum” course. This course will provide the student with a wealth of necessary 
information as well as provide them with time to create work for the exhibition or thesis project.
  
When Advancement is successful, the candidate is expected to begin developing work for their BFA 
Thesis Project. The selected major professor will supervise this work as needed in addition to the faculty 
member teaching the Thesis Project and Exhibition class. All required deadlines for graduation and the 
exhibition must be adhered to and are the responsibility of the candidate. Failure to do so could result in 
eviction from the MoFA Exhibition and a postponed graduation date.
  
 
 
 
An unsatisfactory Advancement Review indicates a limited amount of qualitative independent studio 
research and keeps a student from graduating. A Re-review is required before a student can graduate 
with a BFA. If a student receives an unsatisfactory Advancement Review, it is up to the student to 
prepare adequately for the re-review with their committee. A single date for re-reviews will be scheduled 
early in the next term. Re-reviews are not available for summer graduations. If students do not pass 
their advancement re-review, they are not able to participate in the thesis exhibition and graduation 
is postponed until the next semester. Alternately, a student may find an outside venue for their thesis 
exhibition. The venue must be approved by both the student’s major professor and the BFA Director.
  

Graduation Exhibition



 After successfully passing the Advancement Review, a student is eligible to participate in the graduation 
exhibition at the FSU Museum of Fine Arts. There are two mandatory meetings including all graduating 
BFA students in the FSU Museum of Fine Arts and are scheduled through the BFA Thesis Project and 
Exhibition class. These meetings will last about 1-2 hours, depending on need. At these meetings, Wayne 
Vonada, Museum Operations Specialist, will explain the rules for exhibiting in the museum galleries and 
how exhibition layout is determined. Students are required to come to the first meeting prepared with 
detailed space requests outlining the exact nature and dimensions of the artwork as well as the space they 
wish to have surrounding it. Wayne Vonada and BFA Thesis Project faculty will lay out the exhibition to 
best fit everyone’s needs based on the information provided at this meeting. BFA Director will coordinate 
with BFA Thesis Project and Exhibition instructors on exhibitions and promotion of exhibitions. 
 
Unless absolutely necessary, spaces will not be “assigned” as the installation of an exhibition requires 
some flexibility for unforeseen changes, additions, and errors. If a space is designated to a student, please 
note that it may be changed in the final layout of the exhibition in order to accommodate everyone in the 
graduating group. It is important to have a good understanding of the work that will be exhibited by the 
time of the first meeting in order to avoid later changes. In semesters with a large group of graduating 
students, compromise may be required by the students in order to accommodate the entire group.
  
Work should be delivered to the gallery and installed according to the time schedule and floor plan 
set out at the initial meeting and in cooperation with the museum staff the week before the exhibition 
opening. All works of art or installation materials must be at the museum by Monday of installation 
week at 1:00 PM. Prior to installation week, students are required to provide (via email to Teri Abstein: 
tabstein@fsu.edu) a typed list of works, complete with support information, to be used for printing the 
labels. Upon arrival at the museum, students must sign a BFA Permission to Show form. Work must 
be completely finished upon delivery on Monday and installation of work in the space should begin 
immediately. Work that is not delivered on time will not be exhibited and graduation will be 
postponed!
 
 
 
 
A nurturing community is a vital part of one’s experience in a FSU’s BFA program.  Much of what you will learn 
will be from one another. It is important to respect the spaces and needs of others. In this spirit, please follow these 
important rules in order to maintain the most positive and creative work environment possible.
  

BFA STUDIO REGULATIONS
● A studio contract must be signed each semester by each studio holder. 
● Representatives of the FSU Department of Art need to be able to communicate with BFA studio 

holders.  You should check your FSU email at least once per day.  If information has been emailed 
out, you are responsible for knowing it and responding when requested.

● The BFA studios at VAST will be accessible from 8am-midnight Monday through Friday and 
10am-10pm on Saturdays and Sundays. BFA students will not be allowed in VAST at any other 
time. [Note: The only people with 24 hour access to the building will be MFA students.]

● Doors should not be propped open or intentionally left open.  All persons must enter and exit via the 
main door. 



● Failure to comply with BFA Studio Regulations rules can result in loss of studio space and access to 
VAST. Studio space is a privilege, not a right. 

  
INDIVIDUAL STUDIO UPKEEP
The BFA Director and/or the BFA Studio Manager will inspect the VAST studios regularly. For most BFA 
students working at VAST this will be a non-event, however, some may need to bring their studios back into 
compliance or risk eviction from their studio.

● Studios are to be received and turned over in pristine condition. 
● There should be sufficient space to move in and out of the studio spaces easily.
● Openings of studios cannot be blocked.  Safety regulations require a minimum of 3 feet of egress to 

move into and out of a space.
● Curtains or partitions must be pulled back at all times when students are not in their space actively 

making work and wanting privacy.
● Nothing should be affixed to the tops of studio walls. Nor should there be a ceiling or partial ceiling.  

In a shared studio environment, this represents a safety hazard.
● Studios are provided for current production of art, thus use of studios for storage is not permitted. 
● Students should maintain their studio as a transitory space that is provided on a per-semester basis. 

Re-assignment of studios is possible at the end of the semester by formal request.
● Students should avoid dangerous chemical or electrical hazards. Overhead extension cords or 

extension cords on the floor must be unplugged and rolled up when not in use. “Drop” extension 
cords (those hanging) must be the “outdoor” type cords with thicker insulation. Additionally, these 
should be securely anchored and cannot be left hanging unsupported.

● It is not permissible to transform or utilize the space as a living space. It is also not intended as a 
“hang out” for friends. Students using the space improperly will be evicted immediately.

 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL STUDIO RULES

● There should be no items, supplies, artwork, furniture, storage or other in the hallways. Everything 
needed to make art and all artwork must reside inside of the studio space or in the shared workspace 
in each pod.  If work is not actively being worked on, it must be taken out of VAST to another 
location or discarded.

● Common work areas in each pod are for active projects.  Use will be negotiated amongst studio 
holders in each pod.  If conflict arises, the BFA Director should be contacted.

● During reviews, the BFA Director will prioritize use of the common spaces by the special needs of 
students who cannot properly exhibit the work they have produced in their assigned studio space. 
Any student who feels their studio will not be adequate to present their work during a major review 
must sign up for use of one of these common spaces by the deadline scheduled by the Director.

● Students are provided access to VAST in order to work in their studio space and common work areas 
in each pod only. No student may work in, borrow from, or enter another’s space without express 
permission. Any student who violates another student’s artwork will be evicted from the program 
immediately.



● Work that compromises the safety of others or the integrity of other’s work is not allowed within the 
confines of VAST. This includes, but is not limited to spray painting, sanding, mixing cement, etc. 
These activities must be done outside.

● ABSOLUTELY NO solvents, chemicals or powders (such as plaster, stucco, paint solvents) are to 
be put into the sink or toilets – WET OR DRY!!! Failure to follow this rule will result in constantly 
clogged plumbing and will impede students’ ability to make work.

● Proper storage of flammable materials requires them to be stored in flame proof lockers located 
throughout the VAST BFA studios.  No brushes should be left in open containers of solvent!

● Waste materials and hazardous waste must be disposed of properly. If in doubt about disposal, 
contact the BFA Director or Safety Officer (put in a request for help at http://help.cvatd.fsu.edu 
under help topic “facilities”). Note the marked hazardous waste containers for specific materials, 
barrels for paint chemicals.  No toxic materials can be used in the air-conditioned studio and lab 
spaces. No hazardous materials (ie. gas, tar, etc) may be stored in VAST except in approved metal 
cabinets.

● Any power tools beyond small hand-held equipment are not allowed in the BFA studios. Larger 
wood and metal work is to be done in the Fine Arts Building shops and not at VAST.

● BFA students are not permitted to use the welding, wood and ceramics shops at VAST.  These 
are for MFA student use only.  If a BFA student is found to be using any shops or tools from the 
shops, studio privileges will be revoked.  If any MFA is found to have given a non-MFA access to 
any of these shops or tools, the MFA student’s studio privileges will be revoked.

● All regular maintenance issues need to be reported to the BFA studio manager. All studio holders are 
responsible for keeping the facilities manager up to date on studio condition and needs.  All major 
problems should be reported to the Department of Art office at 644-3147.

● Music must be played quietly so that it does not disturb others. Earphones are suggested for most 
situations. If someone asks you to turn it down, please do so. If music becomes an issue that cannot 
be self-regulated, warnings then penalties will be given to repeat offenders.

● Food cannot be stored or prepared in the VAST studios. There can be problems with mice and/or 
rats.  Students who bring food to VAST, must consume it and throw away any leftovers or scraps in 
a facility trash can or outdoor dumpster/trashcan.

● Absolutely NO smoking is permitted inside of VAST.
● Absolutely NO weapons, alcohol, drugs or contraband are allowed in VAST at any time. This 

includes openings. Students found drinking in VAST will lose studio privileges.  Pets and children 
are not permitted in the VAST studios.

  
COMPUTER LAB

● The BFA computer lab at VAST is available during studio hours. This computer lab is intended 
to support BFA student art-making processes.   The lab is not intended for outside work or 
general use computing.  Software is limited in this computer lab.  It is intended that students will 
augment computing needs by using computers labs at FAB or other FSU computer labs.  Any 
documents stored on lab computers are saved at the student’s own risk.  Please provide your own 
storage device.  The department requires all students to have their own laptops.  (Please see http://
art.fsu.edu/Undergraduate/Computer-Requirement  for details.)

  
GALLERY/PROJECT ROOMS

● Student use of the gallery is limited to two uses:
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● Organized Events and Exhibitions: Students should set up work for exhibition the Wednesday 
prior to a Friday opening and remove work no later than the Wednesday following the a Friday 
opening. This schedule must be strictly maintained, however if a student is unable to install their 
work on the Wednesday prior, they can make arrangements to install & light their work on Monday 
or Tuesday of the same week.

● Photographing artwork: Students may check out the gallery for single day use only in order 
to photograph the student’s artwork or look at it in a clean environment. Students must obtain 
permission for this in order to make sure that they are not using the space when others have 
scheduled it.  Otherwise, the gallery should be left as a professional space ready for exhibition or use 
as a critique space for reviews and classes (as checked out by instructors).

● The gallery is an excellent space to create installations, however students may not paint or adhere 
permanent or semi-permanent elements to the floor. Any materials adhered to the wall must be 
removed completely and walls must be returned to white. STUDENTS MAY NOT USE CONTE 
OR OTHER MATERIALS THAT BLEED THROUGH PAINT AND PRIMER ON THE WALLS. 
TEST MATERIALS ON PAPER OR SCRAP LUMBER BEFORE USING ON THE GALLERY 
WALLS!!!

● The project rooms (available starting March 2013) may be checked out for up to 2 weeks at a time. 
Students must plan ahead to use this space as the check out calendar fills up quickly. Students may 
use a project room in any way they like during their scheduled use, however the space must be 
returned to white walls floors covered or restored to original state. 

  
 

BFA Director: Keith Roberson  | keith@art.fsu.edu 
BFA Studio Manager:  Stephen Fuller |  sbf08@my.fsu.edu

 
See studio contract on the next page. 

All students with a studio in VAST must sign, date and submit a studio contract
to the BFA director or the BFA Studio Manager before they will be admitted to VAST.

  
  
  

  
FSU Department of Art BFA Program

BFA VAST Studio Contract
 
 
  
I ______________________________ [print your full name] do hereby acknowledge that I have received a 
copy of the BFA VAST Studio Regulations.
  
I understand that if I have questions or a problem regarding the BFA program or the BFA studios that I can 
contact the BFA Director to set up a meeting.
  
I agree to abide by these rules as long as I am in the BFA program and I understand that a failure to do so 
can result in probationary status, eviction from VAST, university and legal prosecution, and eviction from 
the BFA degree program depending on the nature and severity of the offense.
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Studio #____________
  
Cell phone #: ____________________________________________________________
  
FSU email address: _______________________________________________________
  
  
SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________
  
DATE: _________________
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


